1Q2  THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
Duchess had given in. She gave her lover the gate; and in
a letter she wrote about him as follows: "A minister who
has lost the confidence of foreign powers can no longer
retain his position."
Toward the end of October, the rumor was abroad in
Vienna that Metternich was going to resign. Just when
its official work was about to begin, the Congress was in
a state of frenzied confusion, which prevented anything
constructive being attempted. In the midst of this gen-
eral disorder, where could they establish the foundations
on which the constructive mind might base its decisions?
Would the constructive mind once more be lost in the
vast chaos of interests and passions which had been let
loose twenty-five years ago by the spirit of adventure? On
the eve of Congress, everyone in Vienna was trembling,
terrified by the impossible task which it had to perform,
but particularly one man, a Cardinal, the legate of the
Pope. On October 30, representatives of the eight powers
which had signed the Paris treaty assembled and decided
that a committee of three delegates, chosen by lot, would
first examine their credentials, after which the delegates
of the other powers would be asked to submit their cre-
dentials to the same inspection. The choice fell on Russia,
England, and Prussia. After these resolutions had been
taken, Talleyrand proposed that, once the credentials had
been examined and verified, the Congress, should be
convened, and a general committee and three special com-
mittees be formed. The general committee would be com-
posed of the delegates from all the imperial and royal
courts, from the Holy See, and from the crown prince of
the united provinces of the Netherlands. According to
Talleyrand, the Pope should be the chairman of this
committee. Talleyrand obviously wished to give proof of,
his regard for the Pope; with this intention, he communi-
cated his proposal to Cardinal Consalvi, thinking the latter
would be pleased.28 The legate, however, considered this
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